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INTRODUCTION

THE EVIL SERPENT AND ITS
MANIPULATIONS

Genesis 3: 1-5 — Now the serpent
was more cunning than any beast
of the field which the Lord God had
made. And he said to the woman,
“Has God indeed said, ‘You shall
not eat of every tree of the

garden’?”

. And the woman said to the
serpent, “We may eat the fruit of
the trees of the garden; .but of the
fruit of the tree, which is in the
midst of the garden, God has said,
‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you

touch it, lest you die.”
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. Then the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not surely die. .
For God knows that in the day you
eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing

good and evil.”

his book is part of my
quick sermon series. They
are messages and prayers
designed to make scriptures come
alive to you. As you read and pray
with them, expect the power of

God to move in your life.
Shall we begin?
Okay, let’s re-read the opening

scripture.
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Actually, you can read further and
get the entire picture of what
happened right there in the

garden.

Since this is the first part of my
teaching on The Old Serpent
and Its Tricks, we will skip some
facts about the serpent in today’s
message. But you have to know
that the serpent here represents

the devil.

Again, you have to know that
whatever the devil succeeded in
doing against Adam and Eve in the
garden, it was not some

coincidental manipulation. It was
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a carefully thought out plan that

the kingdom of darkness executed.

There was no accident
in what happened in the
garden of Eden. It was
carefully planned and
executed, and the same
strategy is also being
employed against us

today.

The devil always stands against
everything that God is doing.
That's why he is called the

archenemy of God.

Because we are of God and we are

restored to Him in the garden, the
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devil will rise against us from time
to time. He will try to do the same
things he did to Adam and Eve. He
ultimately wants us to be chased
out of the garden. But I pray
today: you will not be chased out
of your garden of Eden, in Jesus

name.

Another thing I want you to learn
with me today is that the same
pattern of attacks is repeating in
our lives today, and that's what I
want to share with you. You have
to be watchful against these
attacks and rise against them in

prayer, today and every day.
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ATTACK #1

UNBELIEF: MAKING GOD A
LIAR; MAKING IT LOOK
LIKE HIS WORD IS NOT

WORKING

“...Has God indeed said, ‘You shall

not eat of every tree of the garden’?”

And the woman said to the serpent,
“We may eat the fruit of the trees of
the garden; .but of the fruit of the
tree, which is in the midst of the
garden, God has said, ‘You shall not
eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you

die.”
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. Then the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not surely die. .
For God knows that in the day you
eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing

good and evil.”

hink about this for a
moment. How did the
serpent know what God
had told them? He wasn’t there
when God gave them the
instruction, and he isn’t all-
knowing. So how did he know
what God said to Adam and Eve

about that tree?

God does not consult the devil

before He plans our lives and

19
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destinies. He designs it and hands
it over to us as we start seeking

and having fellowship with Him.

The devil can only guess what God
is telling us or doing in our lives by
lurking around, observing, and
listening. That was how he knew
what Adam and Eve were told
about the tree of knowledge of

good and evil.

And that is the first thing I want
you to learn as we proceed in this
message. What every enemy
knows about you is what they
learn from you. The devil is
limited in knowledge, and so are

his agents. They use what they

20
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learn from and around us - our
behaviors, confessions, anxieties,
fears, and worries - to plan their

attacks against us.

In other words, we are
the ones who feed the
devil and his agents
with the information
they use against us.
And we do it most times

unknowingly.

The second thing I want you to
remember here is that the enemy
will never succeed in your life
without your cooperation. He

cannot deceive you unless you

21
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allow him. He cannot overwhelm

you without your consent.

He was only able to unleash his
attacks on Adam and Eve because
they gave him a listening ear and
entertained his conversation and
lies. May you not give the devil
some attention in your life nor

engage his lies, in Jesus name.
Take these prayers right now:

1. Heavenly Father, I refuse to be
the means through which Your
enemies and my enemies will use
and learn about Your plans for my

life, in Jesus name.
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2. May all agents of darkness with
demonic mission in my life and
family, looking for what to use
against us, remain in perpetual

confusion, in Jesus name.

3. From today, I declare that I will
not cooperate with the enemies of
my soul, life, health, business,
family, and finances, knowingly or

unknowingly, in Jesus name.

4. May the voice of lies and deceit
ringing in my head and my heart
cease from today. I reject all
satanic lies trying to lure me away
from God’s purpose for my life, in

Jesus name.
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DID GOD LIE TO ADAM AND
EVE?

Let’s go back to that scripture
again. Can you imagine that satan
told them that God lied? He said
to them that they would not die as
God had told them.

But did God lie?

God is not a man, so he does not
lie. He is not human, so he does
not change his mind. Has he ever
spoken and failed to act? Has he
ever promised and not carried it
through? (Numbers 23:19 NLT)

But in the garden, the serpent
succeeded in telling them that God
lied.
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Now, that’s the greatest attack of
satan against us: to convince us
that what God said or did isn’t

true.

In the garden, he told Adam and
Eve that they would not actually
die as God had said. He sold them
a lie that God lied. Unfortunately,

he was the one lying to them.

Jesus would later warn us about
the devil. He made it clear that the
devil is a murderer and a liar from
the beginning and had no truth in
him.

For you are the children of your

father, the devil, and you love to

do the evil things he does. He
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was a murderer from the
beginning. He has always hated
the truth because there is no
truth in him. When he lies, it is
consistent with his character, for
he is a liar and the father of lies
(John 8:44 NLT).

Can you now see that!

Satan lied to them that God lied.
Sadly, the first family believed
him, and the rest is history. They
did not see through the lies of the
devil. They didn’t remember that
death is not only when the
physical body is rested in the
grave. The worse death is

disconnection from God.
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When we are
disconnected from
God’s presence, that’s
the first and worse
death

Today, the devil is doing the same
thing against us. The strategy has
not changed. He is always trying to
misinterpret scriptures to us and
make us believe that what God
said is not actually what he said.
He is still trying, struggling, and
doing everything he can to
convince us that God’s word is not

the way it is.

Every day, we are inundated with

things struggling to sell the notion
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to us that God is a liar. While they
may not be shouting in our ears
and saying, “God is a liar,” that’s
all they're subtly trying to do in

our hearts.

Every time something is trying to
make you believe that God’s word
is not precisely the way it is, to
make you think that maybe, God
has changed from the first things
He said, it 1is the same
manipulation  being repeated

against you.

Every time you are pressured to
start doubting God’s promises and

looking for easier ways out from
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your predicaments, that’s the same

manipulation happening.

Every time you start wondering
and complaining that God is not
answering prayers or saying that
prayers don’t work, the same
manipulation and deception are

happening.

When your positivity and faith
towards the Word of God are
decreasing, and you find yourself
starting to doubt the very things
you once defended, watch it. It is
the devil attacking your mind the
way he did to Adam and Eve.

The serpentine

manipulation is a
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secret attack in your
mind that kills your
Jaith and positivity

towards the word of

God and His promises.

When you start to have the strange
notion that it’s no use praying,
fasting, and depending on God,
watch it. It’s the old serpentine
trick and manipulation happening.
It is one of the biggest attacks

subtly going on against your life.

Today, come in prayer and cancel
every attack of the serpent in your
mind. Declare the serpent’s

mission null and void.
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God is not a liar. Everything He
says is the way it is. His word
cannot be judged by what is
happening physically or what is
not happening.

The doctor may say you'’re ill. But
that doesn’t mean that Jesus did
not carry your sickness on the
cross. You may have waited for
your marriage to happen and it’s
taking forever, but that does not
mean God lied that you will have
your mate. Reject the lies of the
devil. God is not a liar. He will
fulfil His word.
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ATTACK #2

DISCONNECT: DESTROY
THE DIVINE FELLOWSHIP

Genesis 3: 8-10 — . When the
cool evening breezes were
blowing, the man and his wife
heard the Lord God walking about
in the garden. So they hid from
the Lord God among the trees. .
Then the Lord God called to the

man, “Where are you?”

.He replied, “I heard you walking
in the garden, so I hid. I was
afraid because I was naked.”
(NLT)
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his was the second thing

the serpent did through

his manipulation. He
destroyed Adam and Eve’s
fellowship with God.

Unbelief was the first bomb he
threw against the first family. The
moment he got them to start
thinking that maybe God lied, he
destroyed their fellowship with
God.

Before that invasion, Adam and
Eve communed with God every
day. They had direct access and
talked audibly. After the attack,
the fellowship was lost. The

serpent, the devil, ruined it.
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Unfortunately, it is the same thing
he is trying to do to us today and
every day. It's the same
manipulation and the same
strategy. First, he begins to create
room for us to argue and doubt the
reality of God’s Word. Then next,
he strikes and ruins our divine

fellowship.

The devil is always trying to
destroy our fellowship with God.
He’s constantly attacking and
trying to keep us away from God’s
presence. Why?

The devil knows that if our
fellowship with God is intact,

unbroken, and healthy, he’s never
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going to succeed around us. We
will not only save ourselves from
him, but we will also save millions
of others. Hence, he does
everything he can to keep us away
from having genuine fellowship
with God. He fights our fellowship
with God with everything he’s got.

The devil will rather we keep
forming woke and keep arguing on
social media about politicians and
the unemployment rate than
spend time hearing from God and

communing with him.

It is fellowship with God that

reveals and aligns us with His
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purpose and plan, not arguing

about the state of the economy.

If you must win your race, you
must recognize and resist the
manipulation against your
fellowship with God. It’s an attack

from satan.

Fight against anything that fights
against your fellowship with God.
Destroy it because that fellowship

is your anchor to safety.
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ATTACK #3

SHAME: DISHONOR,
HUMILIATION, AND
DISGRACE

Genesis 3: 6-7 - . The woman
was convinced. She saw that the
tree was beautiful, and its fruit
looked delicious, and she wanted
the wisdom it would give her. So
she took some of the fruit and ate
it. Then she gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and

he ate it, too.

, At that moment, their eyes were
opened, and they suddenly felt
shame at their nakedness. So they
sewed fig leaves together to cover

themselves.
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fter Adam and Eve ate
the fruit, they became
aware of their nakedness.
Their spiritual covering was
broken, and their glory left. They

became victims of shame.

That was the demonic mission all
along — to cause shame. The fruit

was an exchange for their glory.

May everything
designed to exchange
your glory be exposed

and removed from your

life, in Jesus name.
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Today, it’s still the same thing the
devil wants to accomplish in our
lives. That’s why we must resist

him. He’s constantly plotting to:

e “Destroy our covering and

humiliate us.
e “Shame us.

e “Attack our boldness,
confidence, and faith, and keep
us anxious, depressed, afraid,
and never genuinely standing

up and challenging the devil.

e “Magnify our mistakes,
weaknesses, and sins and keep

us running from God every day.
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That’s what he did in the garden,
and that’s what he is also doing
today. The self-guilt trips, self-pity
parties, and inferiority complexes
are nothing other than the

serpent’s attack to shame.

Today, I challenge you to rise and

declare: no more shame.

If you’ve missed it in
the past, repent and
accept God’s
Jorgiveness. Refuse to

be ashamed anymore.

Don’t allow people’s views,
judgments, opinions, and social

media comments to dictate how
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your life will run. God says you
should close up the door you're
opening in your mind for shame.

Close it up now.

It’'s the devil who is constantly
working with the world, and
sometimes, even with church
people, to shame. God wants you

covered.

No matter where your life is today,
there is divine covering for your
shame. Trust God and resist the

serpent’s attack to shame.
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ATTACK #4

THE MYSTERY HARD
LABOR

Genesis 3: 17-19 - . And to the
man, he said, “Since you listened
to your wife and ate from the
tree whose fruit I commanded
you not to eat, the ground is
cursed because of you. All your
life, you will struggle to scratch a

living from it.

. It will grow thorns and thistles
for you, though you will eat of its

grains.

. By the sweat of your brow, will

you have food to eat until you
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return to the ground from which
you were made. For you were
made from dust, and to dust, you

will return.”

nother thing that
happened  with  the
serpentine conspiracy
against Adam and Eve was that

their ground became cursed.

I know. God cursed their ground.
But you have to ask what led to
that.

It was the serpentine attack.

Every time we yield to unbelief, we

ruin our divine fellowship, lose
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God’s presence, and become
exposed to the mystery of hard

labor.

The moment Adam and Eve lost
God’s presence, it was only normal
for them to face the hardship of

cursed ground.

To produce anything, they had to
go through a lot of sweat and pain.
They had to suffer. God didn’t plan

it so in the beginning.

Thankfully, Jesus has canceled
this curse through his death. All
those in Christ are free from this

curse on the ground.
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“But pastor,” you say, “We see too
many Christians go through a lot
of hardship and pain just to make
ends meet. No job, no promotion,
constant abuse and put down,
constant loss of investments and

assets, no joy, no help. Why so?”
The illusion of the curse.

The serpent is the greatest
illusionist. When God does
something, he creates a fake
version to counter what God has
done. He either creates it to
challenge God’s own or to deceive
people and lure them away.

Remember the case of Moses’
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snake rod and pharaoh’s fake

snakes.

The devil creates pains to paint the
illusion that Christ did not end the

curse.

For instance, that you are sick
does not mean Christ did not carry
your sickness on the Cross. He did.
The sickness in your body today is
a work of satan designed to make
you think that what Christ did isn’t

real. It’s a satanic illusion.

What I'm saying is this: recognize
that the sufferings and pains in
your life right now are not proof
that God does not love you. They
are not proof that Christ didn’t die
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and didn’t already deliver you
from them. He did. The devil is the
one creating an illusion to sell the
idea that Christ didn’t.

Join me today and reject every
satanic illusion, deception, and
make-believe in your life, in Jesus

name.

We must learn to rise against the
curse illusion from time to time.
We must arise and reject every
situation that wants to build up a
lie in our hearts about the love of
Christ, our salvation, healing, and
deliverance. We must arise and

reject whatever God has taken
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away through the death of Jesus in

your life.
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ATTACK #5

BANISHED: CHASED OUT
OF THE GARDEN

Genesis 3:23 - So the Lord God
banished them from the Garden
of Eden, and he sent Adam out to
cultivate the ground from which
he had been made.

he last consequence of the
serpentine conspiracy and
attack in the garden was
the expulsion of Adam and Eve

from the garden.
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The garden was their safety zone;
it was their refuge and protection

against events outside the garden.

Unfortunately, when the serpent
showed up, they lost the garden.
They lost their safety and refuge
and became partakers of the
events outside the garden -
poverty, travails, hard labor,

death, and everything not good.

Thankfully, in Christ, we’re back in
the garden. So, we break the curse
of the serpent and declare that we
will not be chased out of our

gardens.

Yes, we are in the world, but we

are not of the world. We are
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protected from the events outside

the garden, in Jesus name.

IN AND OUTSIDE THE GARDEN

Beware of even the slightest
unbelief in your heart. Its end goal
is to lead you out of the garden of
God’s presence and safety. To
bring you to a place where you will
not be under God’s protection

anymore.

In the garden, they had access to
divine communion. They related
with God as father and children.
Outside the garden, they were far

away from God.
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In the garden, they had access to
peace, joy, and abundant life.
Outside the garden, they were
victims of turmoil, confusion, and

darkness.

In the garden, their labor was
productive. Adam named all the
animals. He didn’t struggle with
productivity and success. His labor
yielded fruits. But outside the
garden, he was subjected to work
without guarantee. He was
subjected to excruciating,

agonizing, and cursed efforts.

In the garden, the animals and the
forces of nature were friendly to

them. Outside the garden, the
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forces of nature fought against
them.

It is a painful thing to live outside
the garden. Thankfully, all who
receive Christ in their lives are
spiritually restored to the garden.
While we may not be in the
physical Eden right now, we are in
the spiritual Eden. The grace of
God is restored to us. We have
access to daily communion with
God, productive labor, and
protection from all events outside

the garden.

Today, I want you to rejoice. If you
are a child of God, you are not

outside the garden. You are
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already restored. Tell the devil,
“Hey, satan, I'm in the garden. I'm
protected from your activities. You
will not succeed over my life,
marriage, ministry, and family. I
reject your lies, fears, and deceits

henceforth, in Jesus name.”
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PRAYERS

To Destroy Every
Serpentine Manipulation

Against Your Life

Today, I decree and declare that 1
believe in the eternal word of God.
I believe in Jesus Christ, and I

believe in the Holy Spirit.

I declare that God is not a liar.
His Word is Yea and Amen.
Everything He has said is true
and whatever He says about me is

true.
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Numbers 23:19 - “God is not
a man, that He would lie, nor a
son of man, that He would
change His mind; Has He said,
and will He not do it? Or has He
spoken, and will He not make it

good?

I declare that God is making good
His word in my life. Yes, there
may be issues and things I do not
understand at the moment;
however, whatever they are, they
will finally align for my good, in

Jesus name.

I come against the conspiracy and
mission of the serpent in my life. I

come against every evil plan and
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attack designed to chase me out of
God’s Garden. I raise a banner
over my life that will never be

broken, in Jesus name

O Lord, uproot every fear and
doubt in my mind. Uproot every
question about the authenticity of
Your Word. Give me faith and
confidence that agrees totally in
everything You are saying and
everything you have said about

me, in Jesus name.

Powers of fear and doubt, I come

against you today. End your
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activities in my life immediately.
My heart is not a ground for
doubt, fear, and unbelief, in Jesus

name.

I invalidate and render to nothing
every conspiracy and attack
designed to deceive and lure me
away from the Word of God, in

Jesus name.

Father, expose anyone with the
serpent mission in my life; expose
every agent of darkness sent to
lie, deceive, and influence me

against Your Word. Expose and
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remove them from my life, in

Jesus name.

I declare today that my
communion and fellowship with
God will not be broken or
destroyed. May every distraction
impeding my fellowship with God

be exposed and removed.

I disconnect myself from every
connection that is indirectly
hampering the growth of my

fellowship with God, in Jesus

name.

59



5 Attacks Against Your Life | Daniel C. Okpara

May every satanic offer,
proposal, and suggestion
designed to ruin my salvation and
open the door of adverse events in
my life and destiny be exposed

and destroyed, in Jesus name.

Father, through Your Spirit,
continually keep me alert and

ready to follow Your instructions.

May every confusion I nurse in
my heart disappear, and may 1
gain clarity of purpose and
direction in my spirit, in Jesus

name.
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In the name of Jesus Christ, I
declare today that I will not lose
my spiritual covering and
protection. I will not lose the

presence of God, in Jesus name.

By the blood of Jesus Christ, 1
come against every covenant and
curse designed to bring shame in

my life. May they be destroyed

today and forever, in Jesus name.

I announce to myself and to the
spirits that my mistakes and sins
are buried in the ocean of the
blood of Jesus.
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You demons and powers fighting
to use my mistakes, weaknesses,
and sins against me, trying to
cause setback, trouble, and shame

- hear me right now: it’s over.

The blood of Jesus is against you
all. Lose your grips and end all

your activities, in Jesus name.

I will no longer let my past and
my mistakes worry me. The blood

of Jesus is speaking over them.

And God’s mercy is abundant for

me, in Jesus name.
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I decree today that
embarrassment, humiliation,
disgrace, and shame is canceled
in my life and family, in Jesus

name.

By the blood of Jesus Christ, 1
reverse the curse of hardship in
my life. I declare that the ground
is no longer cursed for me. I will
be blessed in everything I do, in

Jesus name.

The labor of my hands is blessed.

I will be blessed in the city and

blessed in the country.
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Nations will come to the light of

my gifts.

I will be a blessing to my family

and my community.

I live in God’s Garden, where I
have abundance in every area of

my life.

I am not a partaker of the events

outside the garden

Yes, I am in the world, but not of

the world.

I am not part of the confusions,
deaths, diseases, and fears in the

world.
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Through the Holy Spirit, I have the
boldness, confidence, and self-

assurance of tomorrow.

My family and I will be protected

from the evil one, in Jesus name.

Amen.
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Hallelujah!
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GET IN TOUCH

We love testimonies. So, please share
how this book or other of my books
has inspired or helped you. Connect

with me on social media:

Facebook:

www.facebook.com/drdanielokpara

Instagram: @drdanielokpara

Telegram:

https://t.me/mybetterlifetoday

Also, please consider checking out

my other books on Amazon:

amazon.com/author/danielokpara .
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Visit our website,

www.BetterLifeWorld.org, and send

us your prayer request. As we join

faith with you, God’s power will be

made manifest in your life.
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Thank you for buying/downloading this
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